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Arm conflict in Congo. With the withdrawal of all or most of the Rwandan and Ugandan soldiers from

eastern Congo in 2002 and 2003, local armed groups became the main direct contenders for control

of areas rich in gold. In Ituri District the most important of these groups were affiliated with either the

Hema or the Lendu, ethnic groups that had been battling over land and fishing rights since 1999.

Because the ethnic conflict became intertwined with the struggle over gold, the fighting in Ituri

District drew in far larger numbers of civilians than was the case around Durba, in Haut UÃ©lÃ©

District. Both areas had significant gold mines but Durba suffered less historical ethnic tensions

between the Hema and Lendu
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